
The Solar System

The Sun
The Sun is part of a galaxy, or group of stars, called the Milky Way.  The Sun does a lot of important jobs for the Earth (providing heat, light) and we could not live on Earth without it.  The center of the sun is called the core.  The part of the Sun outside of the core is called the corona.  The Sun also has sunspots; cooler, dark parts of the Sun.  

The Planets
 (
A 
comet
 is made up of ice and frozen gasses. .with a long tail of light.
)	Our solar system contains eight planets: Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune.  There are other objects in our solar system as well, like comets, stars and, the largest star of all, the Sun.  The planets in our solar system are always orbiting, or moving around, the Sun.  Not all of the planets in the solar system are the same size.  Look at the charts below to see which planet is the biggest, which one is the smallest, and which is closest to the Sun and all the planets in between.
	
Planet

	Distance from the Sun

	Earth
	93 million miles

	Jupiter
	483.6 million miles

	Mars
	141.6 million miles

	Mercury
	36 million miles

	Neptune
	2,794.4 million miles

	Saturn
	886.7 million miles

	Uranus
	1,784 million miles

	Venus
	67.2 million miles


Reading Assessment-Graphic Aids		Educational Epiphany
Grade 3
	Size of the Planets 		          Distance from the Sun

	
Planet
	Size (Distance Across)

	Earth
	12,800 km

	Jupiter
	143,000 km

	Mars
	6,800 km

	Mercury
	4,900 km

	Neptune
	49,500 km

	Saturn
	125,000 km

	Uranus
	51,100 km

	Venus
	12,100 km



 All of the planets orbit around the Sun


Read the article entitled “The Solar System”.  Use the information in the article to answer the following questions.  


1.  Using the chart entitled “Size of the Planets,” which is the smallest planet in our solar system?

	a. Mars
	b. Venus
	c. Earth
	d. Mercury

2.  Which of the following graphic aids from the article would you use to help you better understand a comet?

	a. the picture showing the planets moving around the Sun
	b. the chart entitled “Distance from the Sun”
	c. the text box
	d. the title

3.  Which text feature gives the reader the best clue about the main idea of the article? 

	a. subheading
	b. heading
	c. text box
	d. illustration

4.  What is the most likely reason the author used the illustration in this passage?

	a. to show how many planets there are
	b. to show the location of the planets 
	c. to show the size of the planets
	d. to help the reader see how the planets orbit the sun

5.  Why might the author have used the text box in this passage?

.	a. to make sure the reader looked at the words in the box
b. to tell how far away the planets are from the sun
	c. to show the size of the planets
	d. to tell what the passage will be about







KEY

Read the article entitled “The Solar System.”  Use the information in the article to answer the following questions.  


1.  Using the chart entitled “Size of the Planets,” which is the smallest planet in our solar system?

	a. Mars
	b. Venus
	c. Earth
	d. Mercury

2.  Which of the following graphic aids from the article would you use to help you better understand a comet?

	a. the picture showing the planets moving around the Sun
	b. the chart entitled “Distance from the Sun”
	c. the text box
	d. the title

3. Which text feature gives the reader the best clue about the main idea of the article?
	a. subheading
	b. heading
	c. text box
	d. illustration

4.  What is the most likely reason the author used the illustration in this passage?

	a. to show how many planets there are
	b. to show the location of the planets 
	c. to show the size of the planets
	d. to help the reader see how the planets orbit the sun

5.  Why might the author have used the text box in this passage?

	a. to make sure the reader looked at the words in the box
	b. to tell how far away the planets are from the sun
	c. to show the size of the planets
	d. to tell what the passage will be about


image1.png




image2.pict

