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The Big Game

Every year after the first full week of school, the kids in Jamal’s neighborhood got together for a pick-up baseball game.  Kids were put on a team based upon where in the neighborhood they lived.  Jamal and his best friend, Lenny, were always on different teams.  Jamal lived on Sixth Street while Lenny lived on South Ave. Jamal and Lenny would talk trash every day at school leading up to the big game. They would brag about who could hit the ball farther or make the best play in the outfield.


Finally, it was the Friday of the big game.  Riley, a sixth grader, stood on the pitcher’s mound.  Riley was always the one to organize the game and split the kids into teams. He was the only one everyone would listen to. This is also why Riley was always the umpire at these games. He was fair and, more importantly, kids from both sides of the neighborhood trusted him to make the right call.    


After he put everyone on their team, Riley explained the rules again. As usual, Lenny leaned over to Jamal and whispered, “You ready to lose, hot shot?” Jamal smiled, “I’ve been waiting to wipe the floor with you guys all week!”  

The boys smiled at each other and Lenny gave him a high five before bending over to pick up his glove.  “Alright man,” Lenny said.  “Good luck!” Jamal smiled back. The game was on!  

Read “The Big Game” then choose the best answer to the following questions.

1.  What do Jamal and Lenny’s words and actions in the story tell us about them?


a.  They both want to win and don’t care if it costs them their friendship.

b.  Lenny is more concerned with winning than Jamal.

c.  They both want to win, but also understand it’s just a friendly game. 


d.  Jamal wants to win at any cost.

2.  Which detail from the text best supports your answer?

a. Both boys would trash talk in school.
b. Even though the boys both want to win, they high five each other before the game.

c. Jamal and Lenny are always on different teams.


d. The boys get into a fight before the game starts. 
3.  What do the other character’s words thoughts about Riley tell the reader about Riley?


a. He is a bully that no one likes.

b. He is fair and trustworthy.

c. He is the biggest kid in the sixth grade.


d. No one likes Riley and won’t ever let him play.  

4.  Which detail from the text supports your answer?


a. Riley is a sixth grader.


b. The boys smile at each other.


c. Jamal and Lenny talked trash everyday. 

d. Riley is always allowed to be the umpire. 

5.  Why do you think Lenny and Jamal argue about who can hit a ball farther or make a better play in the field?


a. They are jealous of each other.

b. They are both sore losers. 
c. They are bullies. 

d. They are both competitive. 
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