Characterization

© Educational Epiphany

Grade 4

The Group Project

Four students had been assigned to work on a Social Studies project together: Michelle, Jessica, Justin and Marcus. Michelle and Jessica wandered into the library after school and saw Justin sitting at a table near the window. “Where do you think Marcus is?” Jessica asked.


“I’m not sure,” Michelle answered, “but he’d better get here soon!  I’m not turning this project in late just because he can’t show up on time.” At that moment, Marcus walked in and took charge immediately.


“OK, Michelle you need to look up how the Ancient Greeks organized their government, Jessica you can help her with that.  Justin and I are going to look into some of the more famous figures from that time.”


“Whoa!” said Michelle, slightly annoyed, “Who put you in charge?  Especially since you can’t even show up on time!”


“Don’t argue with me, just get it done. Besides, I had more important things to do than be here,” snapped Marcus.


“OK look,” Justin said, “let’s all just calm down.  How about we each pick a topic we’d like to research and then we can decide as a group how to put them into one project?”


“I think that could work,” said Jessica.  “I mean, after all, we are supposed to be working together.”


“Alright,” Marcus and Michelle both agreed.  “Let’s get to work!”

Read “The Group Project,” then choose the best answer to the following questions.
1.  What does Marcus’ words and actions tell us about him?

a.  He is busy and important.

b.  He is shy and timid.

c.  He is bossy and inconsiderate. 


d.  He is a team player.

2.  Which detail from the text best supports Marcus’ personality traits?

a. Marcus is able to get the entire group working on the project.
b. Marcus sits quietly in the corner while the others do all the work.

c. Marcus completes the project all on his own.


d. Marcus shows up late and then starts giving orders. 
3.  What do Justin’s words and actions tell us about him?


a. He is calm and level-headed.

b. He is overbearing and snobby.

c. He is bossy and inconsiderate.


d. He is fearful of Marcus.  

4.  Which detail from the text supports Justin’s personality traits?


a. Justin comes in and starts bossing everyone else around.

b. Justin gets Michelle and Marcus to compromise on how to start the project.


c. Justin gets into an argument with Michelle.

d. Justin does not complete any of the project himself.

5.  How would you describe Jessica?

a. unfriendly 


b. a team player


c. rude


d. crazy 
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Read “The Group Project” then choose the best answer to the following questions.
1.  What does Marcus’ words and actions tell us about him?

a.  He is busy and important.

b.  He is shy and timid.

c.  He is bossy and inconsiderate. 


d.  He is a team player.

2.  Which detail from the text best supports your answer?

a. Marcus is able to get the entire group working on the project.
b. Marcus sits quietly in the corner while the others do all the work.

c. Marcus completes the project all on his own.


d. Marcus shows up late and then starts giving orders. 

3.  What do Justin’s words and actions tell us about him?


a. He is calm and level-headed.

b. He is overbearing and snobby.

c. He is bossy and inconsiderate.


d. He is fearful of Marcus.  

4.  Which detail from the text supports your answer?


a. Justin comes in and starts bossing everyone else around.

b. Justin gets Michelle and Marcus to compromise on how to start the project.

c. Justin gets into an argument with Michelle.

d. Justin does not complete any of the project himself.

5.  How would you describe Jessica?

a. unfriendly 


b. a team player

c. rude


d. crazy 

