Compare and Contrast
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Grade 4

Read the attached “Reptiles” and answer the questions that follow.
Reptiles

Reptiles are cold-blooded vertebrates, or creatures with a backbone. There are many different kinds of reptiles all over the world. Two commonly known reptiles are crocodiles and snakes.

Crocodiles are reptiles that live mainly near rivers.  They have tough, thick, scaly skin and sharp teeth on strong, powerful jaws. They use these powerful jaws to bite down on their prey. Crocodiles have been known to eat animals as small as snails and as large as cows!  Crocodiles lay eggs, like most reptiles. They are powerful swimmers, but can also walk on land.  

Snakes are scaly reptiles that slither about on their stomachs. Snakes do not have appendages (arms and legs).  While many people think snakes are slimy, they aren’t. They tend to have smooth, dry skin. Some snakes are small all their lives, only growing to be a few inches long. Other snakes can grow to be over 20 feet long! Smaller snakes eat worms and insects while bigger snakes eat mice, rats, rabbits and frogs. Snakes lay eggs and when they hatch, they are very small. When a snake grows, its skin doesn’t grow with them so it has to shed, or lose, their old skin when it no longer fits them.   
1.  Based on the text, one way in which snakes and crocodiles are the same is-


a.  they both shed their skin when they grow out of it


b.  they both use their legs to walk on land


c.  they both eat cows


d.  they both lay eggs

2.  Based on the text, one way in which snakes and crocodiles are the same is-


a. both snakes and crocodiles are slimy


b. both snakes and crocodiles are reptiles


c. both snakes and crocodiles are powerful swimmers


d. both snakes and crocodiles slither on their stomachs

3.  Based on the text, one way in which snakes and crocodiles are different is-


a. snakes are reptiles but crocodiles are not


b. crocodiles lay eggs but snakes do not


c. snakes are vertebrates but crocodiles are not


d. snakes do not have arms or legs, but crocodiles do

4.  Based on the text, one way in which snakes and crocodiles are different is-


a. Snakes shed their skin when it no longer fits, crocodiles do not 


b. Crocodiles shed their skin when it no longer fits, snakes do not


c. Crocodiles lay eggs, snakes do not


d.  Snakes lay eggs, crocodiles do not

5  Based on the text, both crocodiles and snakes-


a. shed their skin, lay eggs and are powerful swimmers


b. have scaly skin, lay eggs and eat cows


c. are reptiles and lay eggs


d. walk on land, have powerful jaws and shed their skin
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