Connotation and Denotation

© Educational Epiphany

Grade 4

Read the following questions and choose the best answer.
1.  Jessica didn’t have many friends.  She was known as a catty girl who always talked behind other people’s backs.  

What is the connotation of the word catty in the sentence above?


a.  mean, untrustworthy

b.  lonely

c.  a small animal with four legs, fur and whiskers 


d.  shy, embarrassed 

2.   Amy didn’t like going to dinner with Jeremy. Jeremy was cheap and never paid for anything!

What is the denotation of the word cheap in the sentence above?

a. generous

b. not very generous 

c. poorly made


d. spends a lot of money 

3.  I hate that my little brother can worm his way out of anything!
In the above sentence, does the word worm have a positive or negative connotation?  


a. positive


b. negative


c. both positive and negative


d. neither positive nor negative 

4.  What is the denotation of the word skinny?

a. someone who never gets in trouble


b. someone who is tall


c. thin


d. short 

“Sara,” the teacher grinned,  “Another correct answer!  You sure are sharp today!”

5.  In the above example, does the word sharp have a positive or negative connotation? 


a. positive


b. negative


c. both positive and negative 


d. neither positive nor negative 
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