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Grade 3

Pedro’s grandfather needs to get his deck repaired.  Earlier in the week, his grandfather emailed a contractor (kon-trak-ter) to help him with the work.  A contractor is a person who builds and repairs things for people in exchange for money.  The contractor’s email is below.  

Good morning Mr. Sanchez, 

I read your email requesting my help on your deck.  I have included a list of materials the job will require as well as a timeline of when I expect to be finished.  Please let me know if this fits your budget and time schedule.  I look forward to hearing from you.

Julio Martinez

General Contractor



Projected Timeline










Read the attached email and use the information to answer the following questions.
1.  What informational aids are included in the attached text?

a.  An email, a bulleted list and a timeline

b.  A pronunciation key, a bulleted list and a timeline

c.  An email, a pronunciation key and a materials list


d.  An email and a materials list

2.  If Pedro’s grandfather wanted to know on which day Mr. Martinez was going to start painting on, which informational aid would he use?

a. The bulleted list

b. The email

c. The timeline


d. The pronunciation key
3.  If Pedro’s grandfather wanted to know how much money he was going to spend on lumber and nails, which informational aid would he use?

a. The pronunciation key


b. The timeline


c. The email


d. The bulleted list

4.  Read the following line from the text:

Earlier in the week, his grandfather emailed a contractor (kon-trak-ter) to help him with the work.

How does the underlined text help the reader?

a. It tells the reader how to pronounce the word “contractor”


b. It tells the reader what the word “contractor” means


c. It tells the main idea of the text


d. It does not help the reader at all

5.  Based on the timeline, when does Mr. Martinez expect to begin digging the new deck?


a.  Monday, August 5


b.  Thursday, August 8


c.  Friday, August 15


d.  Wednesday, August 21
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Materials Needed:





16 feet of 2x 8 lumber…………….$8.00 (total)





10 feet of 4 x 4 lumber…………….$4.00 (total)





4 boxes of 16 inch nails……………$5.50 (each)





2 cans of white paint……....……..$12.00 (each)





2 paintbrushes (standard size)……...$2.00 (each)











Monday August 5: Begin tearing down old deck





Thursday August  8: Finish tear down, begin digging new deck





Friday August 9: Support beams in





Friday August 16: Finish building deck





Monday August 19: Start painting 





Wednesday August 21: Project completed








