Elements of Narrative Text 

© Educational Epiphany

Grade 4

Read the story “Lost and Found” then choose the best answer to the questions below.
Lost and Found

One drab day in early September, Margaret was walking home from school with her best friend Liza.  They always took the same route that led them past the shops of downtown.  As they were walking, they shared stories about their day, since Margaret and Liza were in different fourth grade classes.  The girls were laughing and chatting as they made their way home.

While crossing 15th street, Margaret looked down and saw two $20 bills next to the entrance to the deli.  Her eyes lit up as she bent down to pick up her newfound prize.

“Liza, look!” Margaret exclaimed.  “This money is just sitting out here.  What do you think we should do with it?”

“I’ll tell you what we should do,” Liza said.  “You should give me $20 and you keep $20 and we’ll go get all the candy we can stomach!”  Margaret felt uneasy about this, though.

Margaret said, “But the money has to belong to someone.  Shouldn’t we try and find out who?”

“No way!” said Liza.  “Finder’s keepers!”  Just as Margaret had decided what to do with the money she looked in the deli and saw a young boy crying.  She pushed open the door and walked in.  The boy was speaking to the man behind the counter.

“You haven’t seen it?  It was two $20 bills,” he said through his tears.  “I was supposed to bring it straight home to my mom and somehow it slipped out of my pocket!”  The man behind the counter simply shook his head.  The young boy looked crushed.  Margaret looked down at the money in her hand and then over to Liza, trying to decide what to do.  Liza gave her a look that said, “Forget him! Let’s go!”  Margaret thought a minute then walked over to the boy.

“Here,” she said, “I think this belongs to you.”  The boy’s face broke out into a smile so wide, Margaret was afraid it would burst off his face.  

“Oh thank you,” cried the boy.  Seeing the smile on the boy’s face, Margaret knew she had done the right thing.
1.  Which detail from the text best describes the exposition of the story?
a. One drab day in early September, Margaret was walking home from school with her best friend Liza and saw two $20 bills.
b. Seeing the smile on the boy’s face, Margaret knew she had done the right thing.
c. While crossing 15th street, Margaret looked down and saw two $20 bills lying next to the entrance to the deli.
d. Margaret looked down at the money in her hand and then over to Liza, trying to decide what to do.
2.  Which detail(s) from the text best describes the rising action of the story?

a. The boy’s face broke out into a smile.

b. Margaret and Liza find money, Margaret wants to find the owner, and they spot a boy who has obviously lost money.
c. Seeing the smile on the boy’s face, Margaret knew she had done the right thing.
d. The girls were laughing and chatting as they made their way home.

3.  Which detail from the text best describes the climax of the story?
a. One drab day in early September, Margaret was walking home from school with her best friend Liza.
b. While crossing 15th street, Margaret looked down and saw two $20 bills lying next to the entrance to the deli.
c. Margaret looked down at the money in her hand and then over to Liza, trying to decide what to do.

d. The boy’s face broke out into a smile.
4.  Which detail from the text best signals the beginning of the falling action?

a. While crossing 15th street, Margaret looked down and saw two $20 bills lying next to the entrance to the deli.


b. The girls were laughing and chatting as they made their way home.
c. Margaret saying, “Here,” she said, “I think this belongs to you.”
d. Seeing the smile on the boy’s face, Margaret knew she had done the right thing.

5.  Which detail from the text best describes the resolution of the story?

a. The young boy looked crushed.

b. The girls were laughing and chatting as they made their way home.
c. Seeing the smile on the boy’s face, Margaret knew she had done the right thing.
d. One drab day in early September, Margaret was walking home from school with her best friend Liza.
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