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The Great Disappearing Act


Today, there are a large number of animals that are becoming endangered.  Endangered animals are animals that are in danger of being killed off.  This would mean these animals would disappear from the Earth.  We can’t let these beautiful creatures disappear from our world.  We have a responsibility to protect them and make sure they are around for future generations.


One animal in danger of becoming extinct, or disappearing from the Earth is the great white shark.  There are many reasons why this animal is in danger.  For one, great white sharks have attacked humans in the past and as a result people are very afraid of them.  People kill them out of fear.


Another reason the great white shark is becoming endangered is because people have killed off what they eat for food.  Great white sharks don’t lay eggs like other fish.  Instead, they give birth to live babies and these babies must start eating right away.  The great white shark does not produce milk for its babies to eat so having a food source is very important.  However, when people fish too much or pollute the oceans, the fish these sharks would eat become fewer and fewer. 


We have a big job ahead of us if we are going to save these animals.  People need to be aware of what they are doing and how it affects animals like the great white shark.  If we all work together, we can make sure these interesting animals will be around for a very long time!   

Read “The Great Disappearing Act” then choose the best answer to the following questions.
1.  What is the author’s viewpoint in this article?


a.  she is in favor of saving endangered animals

b.  she is against saving endangered animals 

c.  she does not care about saving endangered animals  


d.  she disagrees with people who want to save endangered animals
2.  What does the author use to support her viewpoint in this article?

a. personal experience

b. statistics about sharks

c. facts about sharks


d. drawing and charts 
3.  Why did the author write this article?


a. to support people who are killing great white sharks

b. to explain her experiences with sharks

c. to teach people about great white sharks


d. to persuade people to help save endangered animals  

4.  Which statement does not support the author’s viewpoint? 

a. There are a large number of animals that are becoming endangered. 

b. Endangered animals are in danger of being killed off.

c. Endangered animals could disappear from the Earth.

d. People should be able to hunt any animal at any time. 

5. In the final paragraph, which of the following punctuation marks does the author use to show how strongly he feels about saving endangered animals?

a.  a period

b.  an exclamation point

c.  quotation marks 

d.  parentheses 
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