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School: Then and Now


In ancient Greece, not everyone was able to go to school.  Only sons of rich parents could afford to go to school.  Girls were not allowed to attend the schools.  While at school, boys learned math, reading and writing.  They did not have pencils and paper, instead used sticks that had points on the end and wooden boards covered with wax.  Boys who went to school also learned about music and art.  

If girls wanted to learn to read or write, they had to do so at home.  Girls were required to stay at home and help with household chores, such as cleaning and preparing meals.  

Today, everyone has the right to attend school.  Everyday across the United States both boys and girls, rich or poor, attend school to learn to read, write and do math.  Students today also learn about science, Social Studies, art, music, physical education, health and many other subjects.  

Students bring all kinds of materials to school such as notebooks, pens, pencils, markers and crayons.  Many classrooms even have computers on which students can read more about their favorite subjects.  

Read the attached “School: Then and Now” and answer the questions that follow.
1.  The author most likely wrote this article to-

a.  compare and contrast today’s U.S. schools to schools in Ancient Greece.

b.  show how important it is to attend school everyday

c.  to persuade rich people to give money to schools 


d.  state his/her opinion of school uniforms.
2.  Based on the text, one way in which today’s schools and schools in Ancient Greece were different is-

a. both boys and girls could attend school in Ancient Greece

b. students in Ancient Greece had art class.

c. girls were not allowed to attend school in Ancient Greece.


d. there were no school buses in Ancient Greece
3.  Based on the text, one way in which today’s schools and schools in Ancient Greece were different is-

a. students in Ancient Greece learned math


b. students in Ancient Greece learned to read


c. students in Ancient Greece learned to write


d. students in Ancient Greece wrote with pointed sticks on wax

4.  Based on the text, one way in which today’s schools and schools in Ancient Greece were similar is-


a. students learn to read and write


b. students take buses to school


c. only rich children are able to attend school


d. only boys are able to attend school 

5  Based on the text, one way in which today’s schools and schools in Ancient Greece were similar is-


a. students attend physical education class twice a week


b. students use pencil and paper in the classroom


c. students learn math


d. students use the computer in the classroom
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