Summarizing

© Educational Epiphany

Grade 4

Read the paragraphs then choose the best answer to the question(s) that follow.
Jerry could not believe his luck!  He breathed a sigh of relief as the teacher explained she would not be collecting the homework.  He was usually very good about turning in his assignments, but today after waking up late and almost missing the bus, he ran out of the house without his binder.  Jerry told himself he would make sure to put the binder back in his book bag tonight.  He didn’t think he’d get this lucky twice!

1.  What is the best summary of this paragraph?


a.  Jerry missed the bus and had to walk to school.  

b.  Jerry had a rushed morning and forgot to grab his homework, which he never forgets to bring to school.

c.  Jerry had a rushed morning and forgot to grab his homework, which he always remembers, but today the teacher didn’t collect it. 


d.  Jerry’s teacher didn’t collect the homework.

2.  Which detail would NOT be important to include in a summary of this text?


a. He didn’t think he’d get this lucky twice!


b. Jerry’s teacher explained she would not be collecting the homework.

c. After waking up late and almost missing the bus, he ran out of the house without his binder.


d. Jerry is usually very good about turning in his assignments. 

Daniel pedaled as fast as he could.  He took big gulps of air as he whisked down the street, past the shops and parked cars on the street.  He was two blocks from the gym.  Today was the second day of basketball practice and he was late!  His team name was the Bulls and his Coach, Mr. Mike, said that any player who was late to practice had to run 10 laps.  Daniel quickly checked his watch.  He had 3 minutes to get there.  He put his head down and pedaled even faster.  

3.  Which is the best summary of the paragraph?


a. Daniel is worried he’ll get in trouble with Mr. Mike.


b. Daniel is riding his bike very fast through his neighborhood.

c. Daniel plays for the Bulls.

d. Daniel is racing to basketball practice on his bike because he is worried he will be late and his coach, Mr. Mike, will make him run laps if he does not show up on time.  

4.  Which details would NOT be important to include in a summary of the text?  


a. Daniel is running late to basketball practice.


b. Daniel’s coach will make him run laps if he is late.


c. Daniel’s coach is Mr. Mike.  


d. Daniel pedaled his bike as fast as he could. 

5.  A summary ___________.   


a. conveys the author’s message in one’s own words


b. helps the reader to better understand the text 


c. includes the main idea or important events of a text and is always

shorter than the original text


d. does not include the main idea or important events
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